
Learn more at snapav.com/binary

Understanding Media Distribution
Understanding Media Distribution is important in today’s content-driven world. Designing systems 
can be difficult, so it’s useful to understand current technology. There are two main types: AV over IP 
and the traditional matrix switcher. 

•	 Binary MoIP is an AV over IP media distribution system that delivers audio and video via the 
network.

•	 Traditional matrix switchers deliver media from multiple sources to multiple destinations via a 
point-to-point structured cabling solution.

Traditional Matrix Systems

•	 Cost-effective for smaller systems.

•	 Avoids startup cost of Layer 2 or 3 switch.

•	 Great for systems with fewer endpoints. 

•	 Not ideal for large expansion.

•	 Expansion limited by existing equipment. 

•	 Less compression than AV over IP.

•	 Capable of 4K @ 60Hz at 18GB with 4:4:4 

chroma sampling. 

Binary MoIP

•	 Cost-effective for larger systems. 

•	 Ideal for scaling to nearly limitless 

endpoints. 

•	 Easily add endpoints later.

•	 Expansion limited by network bandwidth.

•	 Delivers 4K @ 30Hz with 10-bit HDR.

•	 Requires less cabling.

•	 Virtually no distance limitation. 

Which technology is best for your project? This depends on system size, the 
possibility of expansion, and a few other things. Here are some key points:


